A 26-year radiographic follow-up of workers in a diatomite mine and mill.
Chest roentgenograms of 473 employees of a California diatomite plant were reviewed as part of periodic reevaluation of the efficacy of the dust control program. The plant's processing of diatomite included flux-calcination, which provided opportunities for exposure to cristobalite. The films examined were those of workers with at least five years of service. Only 11 films were interpreted as showing changes consistent with pneumoconiosis, i.e., small opacities of profusion categorized as 1/1 or greater. Only six were classified as 1/2 or more. All who developed categories 1/1 or higher during their employment had more than 25 years of service. No large opacities were reported. The low prevalence of abnormalities and the absence of definite pneumoconiosis in employees with fewer than 25 years of service was in striking contrast with findings in 1953. At that time more than 25% of those with five or more years of employment had roentgenographic evidence of pneumoconiosis and over 10% had confluent changes producing large opacities.